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MINUTES  
 

Meeting: London Assembly (Plenary) 
Date: Wednesday 16 March 2011 
Time: 10.00 am 
Place: Chamber, City Hall, The Queen's 

Walk, London, SE1 2AA 
 
Copies of the minutes may be found at: http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-
assembly/whole-assembly 

 

 
Present: 
 
Dee Doocey (Chair) 

Jennette Arnold (Deputy Chair) 

Tony Arbour 

Gareth Bacon 

Richard Barnbrook 

Richard Barnes 

John Biggs 

Andrew Boff 

Victoria Borwick 

James Cleverly 

Brian Coleman 

Len Duvall 

Roger Evans 

Nicky Gavron 

Darren Johnson 

Jenny Jones 

Joanne McCartney 

Caroline Pidgeon 

Murad Qureshi 

Navin Shah 

Valerie Shawcross1 

Richard Tracey 

Mike Tuffrey 

 

 

                                                 
1 Valerie Shawcross AM was present for part of Item 11 and Items 12 and 13 only. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/whole-assembly
http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/whole-assembly
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1.   Apologies for Absence and Chair's Announcements (Item 1) 

 
1.1 Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Kit Malthouse AM, Steve O’Connell AM and 

Valerie Shawcross AM. 
 
 

2.   Declarations of Interests (Item 2) 

 
2.1 Resolved: 
 

(a)  That the relevant Assembly Members’ membership of Functional Bodies and 
London Borough Councils, as set out in Item 2 on the agenda, be noted and 
recorded as personal interests;  

 

(b) That the following be additionally noted and recorded as personal interests, 

insofar as they related to the agenda items indicated: 
 

  Dee Doocey AM -  membership of the London Youth Games Board 
(Item 4: Question and answer session with the Olympic Park Legacy 
Company and Item 5: Proposal to Create a Mayoral Development 
Corporation for the Olympic Park and Surrounding Area); 

 

  Jennette Arnold AM - appointment as a governor of the University of 
East London (Item 4: Question and answer session with the Olympic 
Park Legacy Company and Item 5: Proposal to Create a Mayoral 
Development Corporation for the Olympic Park and Surrounding Area); 

 

  Roger Evans AM - membership of the Board of the London Thames 
Gateway Development Corporation (Item 4: Question and answer 
session with the Olympic Park Legacy Company and Item 5: Proposal to 
Create a Mayoral Development Corporation for the Olympic Park and 
Surrounding Area). 

 
(c) That gifts and hospitality received by Members, as set out on the Authority’s 

gifts and hospitality register, be noted. 
 
 

3.   Minutes (Item 3) 

 
3.1 Resolved: 

 
That the minutes of the Assembly Plenary meeting held on 10 February 2011 and the 
Mayor’s Question Time meeting held on 23 February 2011 be agreed as correct 
records of those meetings, to be signed by the Chair. 
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4.   Question and Answer Session: Olympic Park Legacy Company (Item 4) 

 

4.1 The Assembly put questions to Baroness Ford, Chair of the Olympic Park Legacy Company 

(OPLC), and Andrew Altman, Chief Executive of the OPLC, on the work and priorities of OPLC. 

 

4.2 The record of the questions put by Members and the answers given is attached as Appendix 

1.  

 
4.3 Images of the Olympic Park provided by the OPLC which were circulated during the meeting 

are attached at Appendix 2. 
 
4.4 During the course of the meeting the OPLC undertook to provide a written answer following 

the meeting in relation to how many of the social rented homes in the Olympic Park - or 
homes originally planned to be social rented - available between 2012 and 2016 the new 
affordable rent model would apply to. 

 
4.5 At the end of the question and answer session, the Chair formally moved the motion set out 

on the agenda, namely:  
 

‚That the Assembly notes the answers to the questions asked.‛ 

 

4.6 This was agreed by the general consensus of the Assembly. 
 
 

5.   LDA Settlement - Oral Update  

 
5.1 The Chair explained that, before moving on to the question and answer session with Sir Simon 

Milton (Deputy Mayor and Chief of Staff) in relation to the Mayor’s proposals for a Mayoral 
Development Corporation for the Olympic Park area, Sir Simon had asked to make a statement 
in relation to the conclusion of the Mayor's negotiations with government over the LDA 
settlement. 

 
5.2 Sir Simon also agreed to circulate his statement to Assembly Members in writing and to 

publish it on the Authority’s website. 
 
5.3 A copy of the statement received, together with the record of the questions put by Members 

and the answers given, is attached as Appendix 3.   
 
 

6.   Proposal to Create a Mayoral Development Corporation for the Olympic 
Park and Surrounding Area (Item 5) 

 
6.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat 
 
6.2 The Assembly then put questions to Sir Simon Milton, Deputy Mayor and Chief of Staff, on 

proposals to create a Mayoral Development Corporation for the Olympic Park and the 
surrounding area. The record of the questions put by Members and the answers given is 
attached as Appendix 4. 
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6.3 Resolved: 
 
 That authority be delegated to the Chair, in consultation with the leaders of 

Assembly party Groups, to respond, on the Assembly’s behalf, to the Mayor’s 
consultation document: ‘Olympic Park Legacy Corporation: Proposals by the Mayor 
of London for public consultation’. 

 
 

7.   Petition (Item 6) 

 

7.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  

 

7.2 John Biggs AM presented a petition with the following prayer:  
 

"We the undersigned call upon the Mayor and the Members of the Greater London Authority 
to support the people of Tower Hamlets in protecting King Edward VII Memorial Park 
(Shadwell Park) from the insensitive and destructive proposals of Thames Water. We were 
dismayed to see that, in his initial response, the Mayor has not requested Thames Water to 
investigate alternative brownfield sites for the Super Sewer connector planned for the 
foreshore of the park, but has accepted the proposals at face value. 
 
‚The Park is an important part of our heritage. In East London, our history and demographics 
put open space at a premium. A local petition asks Thames Water ‘to find an alternative site to 
the Greenfield site in the park, children’s playground, riverside walkway and riverfront at King 
Edward Park’. It has attracted over 2000 signatures online and hard copy. We ask the Mayor 
and the Members to champion the local community’s efforts to protect this important 
amenity. 
 
‚Our park regularly wins the Green Flag Award. It is an open space where it is safe for children 
to play and people to walk, jog and exercise their dogs without fear of traffic. We regularly 
hear about the legacy of the London Olympics. It is ironic that the largest open space between 
Tower Hill and the Isle of Dogs is to be turned into an industrial site under these proposals. 
The petitions asks that you require Thames Water to consider alternative brownfield sites, in 
addition to those identified in Phase 1 of the consultation, to save the park dedicated in 1922 
‚to the use and enjoyment of the people of East London, forever’.‛ 

 

7.3 Resolved:  

 
That a copy of the petition be forwarded to the Mayor, and that authority be 
delegated to the Chair of the Assembly, in consultation with Group Leaders and the 
relevant constituency Assembly Member, to prepare a response on behalf of the 
Assembly and, if possible, jointly with the Mayor to the petition presented by John 
Biggs AM.  

 
 

8.   Petitions Update (Item 7) 

 

8.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  
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8.2 Resolved: 
 

That the responses received to the petitions presented at recent Assembly meetings 
be noted. 

 
 

9.   Request for use of Section 60 (1) Powers - Economic Development, 
Culture, Sport and Tourism Committee (Item 8) 

 

9.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  
 
9.2 Resolved: 
 

That the request of the Economic Development, Culture, Sport and Tourism 
Committee that the Assembly use its powers under Section 60 (1) of the Greater 
London Authority Act to request that the Mayor responds to the recommendations 
in the Committee’s report, A Sporting Legacy for London?, be agreed. 

 
 

10.   Appointment of Head of Paid Service, Greater London Returning 
Officer and Interim Monitoring Officer (Item 9) 

 
10.1 The Chair explained that the report in relation to Item 9 had been marked ‘to follow’ on the 

main agenda for the meeting and had now been circulated under cover of a Supplementary 
Agenda.  

 
10.2 The Chair explained that she had agreed to admit this report to the agenda for the meeting as 

an item of urgent business, in accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 
1972 (as amended), in order to allow its consideration at the earliest opportunity, noting that 
the information set out in the report was not available at the time of the publication of the 
agenda for the meeting.  

 
10.3 Resolved: 
 

(a)  That, further to an interview conducted by a panel of Assembly Members and 

the Mayor, the appointment of Jeff Jacobs, Executive Director of Communities 

and Intelligence, as the Authority’s Head of Paid Service and the terms and 

conditions of the appointment to this role, as set out at paragraph 4.4 of the 

report, be approved (noting that this was a joint decision with the Mayor); 

 

(b)  That, further to an interview conducted by a panel of Assembly Members and 

the Mayor, it be noted that the Mayor has been asked to appoint John Bennett, 

Head of Special Projects and Elections, as the Greater London Returning 

Officer, and the fee to be paid to John Bennett for undertaking the role in 

respect of the 2012 GLA elections be agreed, as set out at paragraph 4.5 of the 

report; and 
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(c)  That the appointment of Ed Williams, Head of Committee and Member Services 

and Deputy Monitoring Officer, as the Authority’s Monitoring Officer on an 

interim basis until the permanent appointment process is concluded, be agreed 

(noting that this was a joint decision with the Mayor). 
 
 

11.   Senior Salaries Review Body - 2009 Review of GLA Elected Members' 
Remuneration - Report of the GLA Advisory Panel (Item 10) 

 

11.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  
 
11.2 Resolved: 
 

That the recommendations of the GLA Advisory Panel on the 2009 SSRB review be 
agreed and formally adopted by the Assembly, jointly with the Mayor, as the 
Authority’s formal response to the outstanding recommendations of the 2009 SSRB 
report. 

 
 

12.   Motions (Item 11) 

 

12.1 Victoria Borwick AM proposed and Caroline Pidgeon AM seconded the following motion: 
 

‚This Assembly believes that the closure of the paediatric cardiac surgery unit at Royal 
Brompton Hospital, which will seriously de-stabilise all services at Royal Brompton & Harefield 
NHS Foundation Trust, will adversely affect health outcomes for adults and children with heart 
and lung conditions, including cystic fibrosis, severe asthma and Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease, and thus negatively impact on health inequalities in London.‛ 
 

12.2 Richard Barnes AM proposed that the motion be amended to indicate that the Chair would be 
requested to write to the Secretary of State for Heath to express the Assembly’s views. This 
was agreed by general consensus.  

 
12.3 Upon being put to the vote, the motion, as amended, namely:  
 

‚This Assembly believes that the closure of the paediatric cardiac surgery unit at 
Royal Brompton Hospital, which will seriously de-stabilise all services at Royal 
Brompton & Harefield NHS Foundation Trust, will adversely affect health outcomes 
for adults and children with heart and lung conditions, including cystic fibrosis, 
severe asthma and Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, and thus negatively 
impact on health inequalities in London. 
 
The Assembly requests the Chair to write to the Secretary of State for Health to 
express the Assembly's views.‛ 
 
was agreed unanimously. 

 
12.4 Darren Johnson AM proposed and Len Duvall AM seconded the following motion: 
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‚This Assembly supports retention of the 50p tax rate for those earning over £150,000, and 
regrets the Mayor’s call for its abolition. It notes that a family with two children and a 
household income of £150,000 would be in the richest 1% of households in the country, and 
believes it is fair to expect the very richest households, many of whom live and work in 
London, to contribute more to the national finances, particularly at this time. 
 
The Assembly therefore requests that the Chair writes to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
expressing this Assembly’s support for keeping the 50p tax rate.‛ 

 
12.5 Upon being put to the vote, the motion, namely: 
 

‚This Assembly supports retention of the 50p tax rate for those earning over 
£150,000, and regrets the Mayor’s call for its abolition. It notes that a family with 
two children and a household income of £150,000 would be in the richest 1% of 
households in the country, and believes it is fair to expect the very richest 
households, many of whom live and work in London, to contribute more to the 
national finances, particularly at this time. 
 
The Assembly therefore requests that the Chair writes to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer expressing this Assembly’s support for keeping the 50p tax rate.‛ 

 
was agreed (13 votes in favour and 9 votes against). 

12.6 During the course of the discussion on this motion it was agreed, upon a vote and in 
accordance with Standing Order 2.9, to extend the meeting in order to finish the business set 
out on the agenda for the meeting (12 votes in favour and 9 votes against).  

12.7 Dee Doocey AM proposed and Roger Evans AM seconded the following motion: 

‚This Assembly sends a message of loyal greetings to Her Majesty the Queen on the occasion 
of the marriage of her grandson, HRH Prince William of Wales, to Catherine Middleton on 29 
April 2011 and extends its warmest wishes to the happy couple for a long and happy life 
together.  
 
The Assembly instructs the Chair to write to Her Majesty conveying its respect and greetings.‛ 

  
12.8 Richard Barnes AM proposed that the motion be amended additionally to sends its best wishes 

to Her Majesty on the impending marriage of her granddaughter, Miss Zara Phillips.  This was 
agreed by general consensus. 
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12.9 Upon being put to the vote, the motion, namely: 

 
‚This Assembly sends a message of loyal greetings to Her Majesty the Queen on the 
occasion of the marriage of her grandson, HRH Prince William of Wales, to Catherine 
Middleton on 29 April 2011 and extends its warmest wishes to the happy couple for 
a long and happy life together.  
 
The Assembly additionally sends its best wishes to Her Majesty on the impending 
marriage of her granddaughter, Miss Zara Phillips.   
 
The Assembly instructs the Chair to write to Her Majesty conveying its respect and 
greetings.‛ 

 
was agreed unanimously. 

 
 

13.   Date of Next Meeting (Item 12) 

 
13.1 It was noted that the Assembly’s next meeting would be the Mayor’s Question Time meeting 

which would take place at 10.00am on Wednesday 23 March 2011. 
 
 

14.   Any Other Business the Chair Considers Urgent (Item 13) 

 
14.1  There was no other urgent business requiring consideration.  
 
 

15.   Close of Meeting  

 
15.1 The meeting closed at 12.53pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Chair  Date 
 
Contact Officer: Rebecca Arnold 

Committee Services Manager 
GLA Secretariat, City Hall 
The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA 
 

Telephone: 020 7983 4421 
Email: rebecca.arnold@london.gov.uk 
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